5i8                                             INDIA.

to ask the painters and photographers who travel in France whether they ever
found the same consideration and civility amongst our peasants.

On returning from my photographic rounds I was conducted to the Mogul
baths, to enable me personally to acquire experience of this much-vaunted method
of ablution. These baths really differ very little from the Turkish baths. The
bather is first introduced into a series of chambers, heated at increasing tempera-
tures ; the attendant then, after sprinkling him with a jug of tepid water, which
seems icy, lays him on a marble table, and lathers his body all over with soap,
shampooing and kneading it until the bather is in a complete state of exhaustion.
He is then enveloped in a warm blanket and placed on a sofa, where, after an
hour's sleep, he finds himself refreshed; butl the sensation is delusive, for the
rough process leaves him but little fitted for any occupation during the remainder
of the day. It is, in short, a hygienic system excellently well adapted, doubtless,
for the idle and drowsy Asiatic, but not much to be recommended to the Euro-
pean, who is accustomed to an active life.

Delhi, situated in the midst of large plains watered by numerous rivers, enjoys
a healthy climate, Its winters, which are cool and agreeable, can only be com-
pared to the finest days of our spring, while the summer really is not insupport-
able, except during the brief period when those terrible hot winds blow, of which
my readers have had my experience under the head of Jeypore. Delhi is, how-
ever, afflicted with a very strange evil, which makes it one of the most dreaded
places for the English officers and functionaries. This evil, known by the name
of the " Delhi ulcer," is caused by a special infection of the drinking-water. Any
one who drinks this water, even once only, after a certain period, sometimes even
after a long time has elapsed, will see appearing on different parts of his body
real ulcers, extremely difficult to cure. These ulcers have no analogy with the
Guinea worm or the ringworm produced by various waters in India and other
countries; they are positive sores. The only way to avoid the contagion is to
submit the water destined for purposes of food to the process of boiling. Gene-
rally speaking, strangers making only'a short stay in Delhi will not trouble them-
selves to take these precautions, and they are wrong; for I myself knew at
Calcutta a person who had been attacked by the malady, although, in a few
hours' stay at Delhi, he had drunk only a glass of water* According to native
belief, this evil made its appearance after the taking of the city by the English in
1857; and it more especially attacks Europeans, who are thereby, according to
fanatics, branded for their impiety by the hand of Allah/